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of discretion and is therefore doli incapax (incap-
able of crime). This presumption, however, is rebut-
table. "Malice supplies the lack of age" and there
are certainly many children between these ages
who know right from wrong and are perfectly well
aware that they are committing an offence when
doing certain acts.

AIMS AND OBJECTS

The aims and objects of the juvenile courts are
clearly formulated in s. 44 (1). "Every court in
dealing with a child or young person who is
brought before it, either as being in need of care
or protection or as an offender or otherwise shall
have regard to the welfare of the child or young
person and shall in a proper case take steps for
removing him from undesirable surroundings and
for securing that proper provision is made for his
education and training."

The court's chief concern after deciding that the
delinquent is guilty of the allegations made against
him should be to restore him to the paths of virtue
and not to punish him. For this reason s. 59
provides that the words "conviction" and "sen-
tence" shall cease to be used in relation to children
and young persons dealt with summarily. " This,"
says a Home Office circular, "is no mere concession
to sentiment but serves to illustrate the principles
which should govern the treatment of juvenile
offenders. Reclamation should be the object in
view. In some cases offences by young people old
enough to appreciate the nature of their actions
may call for stern measures, but, if so, these
measures will be applied for the future welfare of